
Why Wait?
WA R M - U P 1.  Would you say you are a patient person?  How 

 do you react when you have to wait for a long  
 time? (e.g. when you are waiting in a long line, 
 stuck in traffi c, or waiting for someone who’s late)  

      

2.  Recall a time when you waited for something
 and you eventually got it.  What happened?            

      

PERSONAL
APPLICATION

1. Name one of God’s promises you are still waiting  
 to be fulfi lled in your life (e.g. salvation of family  
 and friends, healing, fi nancial breakthrough,   
 restoration of relationships).  Do you believe God  
 is in control and will do as He promised?

2.  How can you be more patient?  Think of one 
 thing you can do to exercise patience this week. 

3.  What did you learn from this lesson and how will  
 you apply it in your life?

P R AY E R On the space provided below, record prayer requests 
and answers to prayer.
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W O R D
7Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See 
how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable 
crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring 
rains.  8You too, be patient and stand firm, because the 
Lord’s coming is near.  9Don’t grumble against each other, 
brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the 
door!  10Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of 
suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord.  11As you know, we consider blessed those who have 
persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have 
seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of 
compassion and mercy. 
     James 5:7-11

Everyday, we have opportunities to be patient.  
Although many find it difficult to exercise patience and 
wait without complaining, we can do so as the fruit of 
the Holy Spirit grows in our lives.  Following are three 
principles we can learn from the farmer, the prophets, 
and Job as we wait for God’s promises to be fulfilled.  

1. The harvest is worth the wait. 
Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See how 
the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and 
how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. 
     James 5:7

By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and 
Sarah herself was barren—was enabled to become a 
father because he considered him faithful who had made 
the promise. 
           Hebrews 11:11

Why does the farmer wait patiently for the seeds 
he planted to grow?  In our lives, how are faith and 
patience connected, knowing that as we wait on God, 
He will come through for us?  Share an instance when 
you waited for God’s promise to be fulfilled and how 
it was worth waiting for.  

2. God is in charge.
Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of 
suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord.
     James 5:10 

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
     2 Peter 3:9

The prophets proclaimed God’s Word 
amidst trials and suffering because they 
trusted God and His perfect timing.  What 
may seem as delays to us are actually God’s 
appointments.  How can we cease striving and 
choose instead to wait on God (Psalm 46:10)? 

3. God causes all things to work 
together for our good.
As you know, we consider blessed those who have 
persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have 
seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of 
compassion and mercy. 
     James 5:11

And we know that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have been called according 
to his purpose. 
     Romans 8:28

Job persevered even when everything in his life 
went wrong.  How did Job respond to God during 
his time of suffering (Job 13:15)?  How did God 
respond to Job’s perseverance (Job 42:10,12)?  
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